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- unknown source, whose te}iabil
in a position to furnish soma information concerning thie

cently, the "Violyn IIL"
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INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA; - :
REGISTRATION ACT =~ CUBA; .

KEUTRALITY HATTER, |

on April &, 1963, 1 T-1, who has furnished re-
11zble inforwation in the past, obtained information from
o pource who Lz involved with Amorican criminal elements

in lew York and Miami, who obtained information from. an
ity is unknouwm, but who L8

pitter. nol = 2 ¢ 525 C

It was reportcd that in the-{ate evening hours of .

Lpril 3, 1863, Frank Anthony Sturgls’, also known &s Frank

riovini, an Amexican soldier of fortunc {nvolved in Cuban
vevolutionary activicies, reportedly stated that until re-

. : hed been located in Neples, Florids,

vader Florini's control. Fiorinl continued that an infllcra-

tlea wission was plamned by Florini and Evello Duque (matro-~

), waerein Duque and his men would infiltrate

nyale; nawe unknot
in guerrilla activities against the Cuban

into Cuba to erjage

7/

CONITDENTTAL
GROUP L
txcluded from automatic
downgrading and
declagsification.
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RE: EJEICITO CUBANO ANTICGMUNISTA —

Covernzent, and Florini would later supply them by air-
‘plene from the United States. Duque was described as a
Cuban exile residing in Miami, Florida, who 1s active in
eati-Castro activities., e : '

Ve . .
Florini claimed to have arranged for the use

of the boat "Violyn III," and made the arrangemonts with
the owmer, Alexander I. Rorke, Jr., free lance newspaper
=20, w20 has bcen periodically involved in Cuban revolu-
ticnzry activities. Rorice agreed to &llow Fiorini use of
the boat 1if, in rcturn, Rorke's organization, U. §. Freedom
vigntera, would recelve credit for any success accomplished

ty Florini.

Later, thils boat was moved to Marco, Florida,
oa the Culf of Mexlco side qf Florida. Thereafter; Rorke
2d his oind and wanted the boat back, but Florinl

7 Ve

cizized he did not know where.the boat was, or where it had
zone, Ecme time later, the “Viclyn III" and another large

oot lefe the Florida area.

.

after the "Violyn IIL" left from somewhere on tha

Wase Cozst of Florida, Frenk Plorini, along with airplane
nilct 3111 Johnson and Jerry Bucharan, an Amaerican adventurer,
zznted a seall bost and wet the "Violyn III" and the othor
lzrze boat et sea, The small boat loaded om to the two lare
zer woats gasoline and food, Jexry Buchanan, at that time,
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2

boardc.. the "Violyn IXII." The twozlargcr boats then
departed for an unknown degtinat{on. Filorini and Johnson
- returned to Florida in the swmall boat.

e o 124 T-2]

P

Oa April 3, 1963, M4 T-3, who has furnished relfable’
Inforwmation In the past, .obtained soze laformation from an
untested zource with contacts in the Bahamas, who obtained
informatici. from an unideatified perzon. IHe adviged that it
way reported that several hours after Plorini was arrested
on Norman Key, British suthorities in the Bahemas stopped and
boarded the "Violyn III" 2nd arrested some thirteen Cubang

and Jerry Buchanan who were aboard,

T T e e e

. et
.

o + On April 4, 1963, M4 T-3 advised that the British
cuthorities released the "Violyn III" and the crew, and in-
i Lixucted them to proceed to Mlami, The other boat which
; ‘ originally accempanied the ‘Violyn I11," name of this boat
| unknown, cscaped dand was being sought by the Eritish and the
! . United Stztes Coast Guard. '
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' On Aprll 4 1963 Fiorini reportedly claimed that
he had been in radio contact with the above-mentioned uniden<
tified boat, and it was tied up at an island in the Bahamas, o
exact loc“tion of which was not disclosed. The boat was re- AN
portedly -ca mouflaged and heard the U. S. Coast Guard planes -
£lying above in an effort to locate it., Florini claimed he
could supply this unidentificd boat with fuel and food, 1f
requested by this boat, and that he had available an Aero-
Comxander airplanc in Miami and two fast powerboats lqcated
: : somewhcre north of Miamli. It was not known what manner of
! radio comrunication was used by Florini to contact the un="-

identified boat.

Oa April 4, 1963, local newspaper, radio stations
and tclevision stations in Mizal, Florida, reported that the

"iolyn III" had deperted from Nassau and was cnroute to
Misml with a U. S. Coast Guard escort. Miami Attorney Charles
R. Ashmznn made presg announcedents that the crew of the "Vio-
iya TII" would not return to the Uuited Statea;

In the early morning hours of April 5 1963 ! T=3
advisad that Ashmann c¢laiwmed the '"Vieolyn IXI" would rendez-
vous with the other unidentified boat and would complete its

infilerction wission to Cuba.

Cn April 5, 1963, ¥ T-4, a representative of another
'quern:ent agencey, adviqed .that on the afternocon of April 4,
1963, the "Violyn III" left Nassau, Bahamas, on a general courgse '

‘ ' for the United States, and at that date was at the north tip of
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RE: EJERCITO CUBANO ANTICOMUNISTA

indrog Island in the Bahamas. Because the 'Vialyn 11"

was in ghallow water, the U. S. Coast Guard discontinued --
its surveillance of the "Violyn III" by boat, and the sur-
veillence was taken over by U. §. Coast Guard. aircraft. .
At about 8:20 P.M., the "violyn ILI" turned off its running
lights end had not been seen by the Coast Guard. einca _that
time. : : K

124 T-4 rcported that there is a Sigma-type Cuban
fighing boat which was stopped near Williams Key off the
coast of ‘sndrews Islend onm April 3, 1963. MM T-4 said this
Sigra boat was possibly the boat that was supposed to rendez~
vous ulth the "Violynn III' for an infiltration mission in-
to Cuba. There is an airplane landing strip at Williams Xey-
which could not be used because someone had placed a great
quaatity of rocks and driftwood on the Tunway. ' '

- On April 5, 1963, Mr. Chester A, Woish, Chief,
Investigations Branch, Immigration and Naturalization Service,
Hiami, advised that the "Violyn I1I" had just arrived at the
seawall, Key Biscayne, Miaml., The Cubans aboard were to be
token by IKS authorities to INS detention facility at COpa
Locka, lorida, wherc interviews were to be conducted, and
ony Unitco States cltizens on board were to be taken by INS
suthoritiés to INS Headquarters in Miami, where these indi- .

viduals would be interviewed for any possible violations of
Federal law concerning U. S. passport regulations.

: Property of FBL - This documént is loaned to you by
the F2I, and neither it nor its conteats are to be distributed

outside the agency to which loaned.
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MICROFILMED

APR | 71983
¢, MICRO: SE

(z) - ANTI-CASTRO ACTIVITIES

. The "Violyn III," a boat utilized by tHI &k
Anticommunist Army, Escambray Front, in its anti-Castro
activities, was recently captured by British authorities
together with a number of anti-Castro raiders. The boat
and the anti-Castro raiders have subsequently returned to

Miami, Florida, ’

In this connection sn informant who has furnished .
reliable information in the past on April 4, 1963, advised, ...0-0Y
that durlng'thg_previous evening Frank Anthony Sturgls, whomz_;<,\ :
is more commonly known as Frank Florini, & former Castro /
supporter and an American soldier of fortune who has been .
engaged in anti<Castro endeavors since his break with the
Castro regime, stated that until recently the "Violyn IXI"
had been located at.Naples, Florida, under Florinl's control,

/n infiltration mission had been planned by Florint and

Evelio Duque, leader of the Cuban Anticommunist Army, Escambray
Front, whereby Duque and his men would {nfiltrate into Guba

and would later be supplied by Fiorini by plane from the
United States,

Florini stated he had arranged with Alexander I,

Rorke, Jr., a free-lance newspaperman who has been {avolved
in ant{-Castro activities, for the usc of the "Violyn IIL"
Rorke permitted the use of this boat but stated that he
wanted his organization, the U, 5, Frecdom Fighters, to
receive some of the credit for any successes achleved,
Rorke subsequently changed his nind and wanted the boat back
but Florini claimed that it had depirted and that he did not
know where it was, :
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?r\9, - Sometime later the "Violyn 111" -and-Ensther-boat
Syziy/£:ft the Florida area., On the day of the departure of these
- vessels, Florini, Bi{ll Johnson, a pilot, and Jerry .Buchanan,
en adventurer, rented a small boat and made a rendezvous with
the other two boats at sca, Buchanan trensferred to one of
these two vessels and gasoline and food supplies which had
been on the small boat were loaded aboerd these two vessels,
Florint and Johnson then returned to Florida in the rented
. boat and thé other two continued on their way,
i ' ‘ LN R S AN o
yel 2 o ‘fgubsequenqu'Fiorini, Johnson and Jose Maria
i \//Mﬂfﬂaonzalez_Hernandcz;”a Cuban radio opcrator, proceceded to
Nassau, Bahamas, rented a plane and flew to Norman Key in
the Bahemas., Immediately thereafter this group was arrested
by British authorities who sent them back to Miami, Florida,
Several hours after Fiorini was arrested on Norman Key, the
British atopped and boarded the "Violyn III" and arrested
Buchanan and a number of Cubans who weré aboard., On
Zpril 4, 1963, the British relcoesed the "Violyn 111" and its
crew with instructions that they should pYoceed to Miami,
The other boat escaped, Ri. ,\Qj,.,.j.r; vt GRoup Mmestt N CLhuad

viwlicommone sl fginag, Caenm Lrp 5"|'fo~';7
On 4pril 4, 1963, Florthi claimed he had been in
radio contact with the boat that had escaped and that it was
then docked at an island in the Bahemas, Filorini did not
~disclose the exact location of the boat but claimed he could
'supply it with food and fuel 4f requested and that he hed an
airplanc and two fast power boats available in the Miami area,

a2-
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